
The Gospel of John: Chapters 6 -10 
From the Second Passover to the Feast of Dedication  

Feeding of the Five Thousand  Chapter 6 
This is the 4th of the 7 signs in part 1 of John’s Gospel and is the only miracle that occurs in all four 
Gospels. John uses this miracle as a set up for the Bread of Life Discourse. Here Jesus wants to feed the 
multitude and asks Philip a “HOW” question. “How are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 
The gospel says that Jesus knew what Philip’s response would be. Here we see Philip’s role & personality 
with respect to the other twelve. If each of the 12 had different roles/skills, if Peter was the CEO, Judas 
would have been CFO (in charge of the money bag), and Philip would have been COO, the one in charge 
of logistics. Philips essentially response to Jesus’ question by saying “Who’s gonna pay for this!” Showing 
doubt. Andrew, the competent older brother of Peter, is the one that finds the tools that becomes the 
means of Jesus’ solution, a young boy with 5 barely loaves and two fish. Jesus feeds the 5,000. In John’s 
account there is tons of symbolism. The 12 baskets represents God providing for the 12 tribes of Israel, 
which means for the whole world. The 5 loaves represent the 5 books of the Torah, the two fish are the 
prophets and Psalms, and young boy represents the Jewish people. The Feeding of the Five Thousand 
occurs near the Sea of Tiberias, this is extremely important because in JOHN 21 we will again see Jesus 
feeding people fish and bread on the beach of the Sea of Tiberias, there is a direct connection with this 
miracle.  
 
Jesus Walks on Water  Chapter 6 
In between the feeding of the 5,000 and the Bread of Life discourse is the 5th sign of the Gospel 
of John. We see the 12 on a boat on the Sea of Tiberias without Jesus. They get scared and Jesus 
comes to them and says “Do not be afraid.” Again a contrast with JOHN 21.  
 
The Bread of Life Discourse Chapter 6 
Jesus initially challenges the people by saying it wasn’t the sign that brought them to him but the BREAD 
that filled them that brought them back to him. From here, Jesus connects that filling of that bread to 
the bread that came to the Hebrews as manna in the desert. God gave the Hebrews that bread and thus 
Jesus is identifying himself as God. In verse 35 Jesus declares himself to be “ I AM the bread of life; he 
who comes to be shall not hunger.” I AM statements in John’s Gospel are important.  By this declaration 
he angers the Jews, which murmured. Murmuring is a reference to how the Hebrews complained 
against the Lord in the desert, they didn’t like what they were hearing. Jesus then goes even further by 
not only declaring himself to be the Bread of Life, but to identify that bread with his flesh. (v.51) The 
doubt continues and thus Jesus goes even further and declares his flesh to be bread and his blood to be 
drink. His flesh and blood are the means to eternal life. This immediately goes beyond the figurative 
because it directly connects with the Last Supper narratives of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. John knows 
that his reader is familiar with the Last Supper narrative and thus shows the Eucharist in a deeper light. 
In some way for John, verse 53 is the institution narrative.  
 
This bold proclamation is hard to accept for many and thus many walk away. There is a shift this point in 
John’s Gospel, after this people are actively trying to kill Jesus. The disciples are well aware of this and 
have to discern whether to walk away at this point. They decided not to, and Peter says “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” All this occurs about 1 year before the Good 
Friday/Easter Sunday event.  
 
 



The Feast of Tabernacles & Preaching in the Temple Chapter 7 
Now that they are actively trying to kill Jesus when the Feast of Tabernacles comes around the Jewish 
males must travel to Jerusalem, Jesus stays back in Galilee. He travels to Jerusalem on his own in secret 
and then arrives and begins to preach in the temple. Many were marveled by what he had to say, but 
many hated him, in particularly the Pharisees. As he continues to preach, those who hear his words 
begin to believe in him, even the officers are amazed and failed to arrest Jesus. This obviously angers the 
Pharisees. Nicodemus, a believing Pharisee, tries to stick up for Jesus and form a rational argument, the 
other Pharisees will have none of it and insult him saying that he too is from Galilee. 
 
The Woman Caught in Adultery Chapter 8 
This story does not fit in with the rest of John’s Gospel. It’s tone is different and does not quite flow with 
the rest of the Gospel. In many ways it reads as if it ought to belong in one of the Synoptic Gospels, in 
particularly Luke’s Gospel. Here the Pharisees and scribes bring an adulterous woman to Jesus and try to 
trap him by trying to get their opinion of her. Jesus becomes nonchalant and almost demeaning. He 
bends down and writes with his finger in the ground, as if he is dismissive of what they have to say. He 
stands up and tells them “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to cast a stone.” He never 
directly answers their question, because its trap. Rather he acknowledges them to show them that they 
are at fault too. However, most of the Pharisees actually believed that they themselves were sinless. 
After they leave, Jesus bends down again and begins to write. When Jesus forgives her, he looks UP to 
her. Not DOWN. Jesus neither condemns the woman nor condones her sins. He rather forgive her past 
and challenge her to live a life of purity in the future.  
 
Jesus Continues to Preach in the Temple Chapter 8 
Jesus continues to declare himself to be The One. This time he does so be declaring himself to be THE 
LIGHT OF THE WORLD. When the Jews hear the world light they know exactly what he is referencing and 
when he is doing so around the Feast of Tabernacles when the temple is filled with fancy golden 
candelabras to illuminate the Temple courts, Jesus is saying that he is the fulfillment of that Feast. He 
connects this fulfillment with his death. In verses 23-30 Jesus is speaking very clearly but not directly. It 
is almost as if he is speaking in code, he doesn’t come out and say that he is God, but he purposely 
builds himself up in a clear buy mysterious way. In verse 39 Jesus directly connects himself with 
Abraham. For the listening Jew who understands what Jesus is connecting, it makes perfect sense. For 
those who don’t understand, Jesus says “You are of your father the devil, and you will is to your father’s 
desire. He was a murder from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth.” This is a bold 
indictment of Israel’s leadership. They are neither sons of Abraham nor of God, but are the offspring of a 
murderer, liar, and deceiver.  
 
Healing of the Blind Man Chapter 9 
This is the 6th sign of the book of signs. After Jesus leaves the Temple he encounters a man that was born 
blind. This is a symbol that the Jewish have yet to ever gain their sight of God’s plan. It was thought that 
being born blind was thought to be caused by sin, but Jesus says that his blindless is actually means for 
God to manifest himself. This commences this miracle by doing a theandric action. A theandric action is 
something that Jesus does that involves both his divinity and his humanity. Here he spits on the ground 
and makes a clay and anoints him with it. This divine/human action is a prefiguring of the sacraments, 
where something ordinary becomes holy. Jesus tells him to go wash and he emerges with his sight. This 
begins the enfolding of a crescendo where the man begins to understand who Jesus is. Just like the 
Jewish people, the man’s faith is not gained instantaneously. In verse 11 he refers to Jesus as “the MAN 
called Jesus.”  When confronted by the Pharisees who doubt the miracle, in verse 17 the blind man 



refers to Jesus as “ a prophet.”  As the Pharisees continued to badger the man and threatened his 
parents, the man refers to Jesus as being “from God.” After this the Pharisees cast the man out. Jesus 
shortly thereafter finds the man and asks him point blank “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” and in 
verse 38 the man acknowledges Jesus as God by responding “Lord, I believe.” 
 
The Good Shepherd Chapter 10 
Following the blind man being cast out, Jesus declares himself to be the Good Shepherd. (v.11)  Jesus 
leads his flock away from dangers into safe pastures despite trail and tribulation. John in chapter 9 talks 
about blindness which is a metaphor for spiritual blindness of the Jews. In chapter 10, Jesus talks about 
how his sheep HEAR his voice. This infers that the Jewish people who do not believe are not only blind, 
but also deaf. When Jesus declares himself the Good Shepherd, there is a direct connection with Psalm 
23 “They Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.” However, many are still obstinate in their 
belief and will not listen to what he has to say, in verse 20 they say “Jesus has a demon, and he is mad; 
Why listen to him?”  
 
The Feast of Dedication Chapter 10 
This is the final feast prior to the Last Passover. Jesus returns to Jerusalem for Hanukkah. The Jews are 
frustrated and what Jesus to plainly tell them. He refuses to tell them the way the WANT to be told, for 
he has already revealed himself as the fulfillment of everything they have been waiting for. Jesus plainly 
tells them “If am m not doing the works of my Father, then DO NOT believe me; but if I do them, even 
though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is 
in me and I am in the Father.” (v. 38) Jesus is telling them to believe his signs. This is ironic because he is 
telling them this a Hanukkah, when the believe in God because he gave them a sign.  
 
 
 
 
 

 


